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Course Title: Maritime Geopolitics and the Indian Ocean (MA optional)
Number of Credits: 4
Course Instructor: Prof. Sanjay Chaturvedi

Course Description: The Indian Ocean and its regional seas have become pivotal to an
increasingly ocean-centric, ocean-driven regional and global geopolitics. The Indian Ocean
Region —with its complex, cultural, socio-economic, and political diversity— appears to be
the fulcrum of globalizing international geopolitical economy. The major shifts in
geopolitical tectonic plates (e.g. simultaneous rise of Euro-Asian Rimland) and the
imperatives of multi-faceted maritime security have resulted in high stakes of state as well as
non-state actors and agencies in securing the uninterrupted flows of ship-borne international
trade passing through the Sea Lanes of Communication (SLOCS) in the Indian Ocean and the
larger Indo-Pacific maritime domain.

South Asia —comprising three littoral states namely India, Bangladesh and Pakistan, two
island states of Sri Lanka and Maldives and three ‘landlocked’ states of Afghanistan, Nepal
and Bhutan with transit rights under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea—is one of the
most diverse and complex sub-regions of the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). Geopolitically, it is
profoundly impacted by the shifting alliances, strategic partnerships, and new forms of
alignment in the Indian Ocean and the larger Indo-Pacific. Central to contemporary Indian
Ocean maritime geopolitics today are the issues related to maritime security, which include
securing Indian Ocean/Indo-Pacific sea lanes of communication (SLOCS), the challenge of
piracy and maritime terrorism, complex interplay between China’s Belt & Road Initiative and
the Indo-Pacific strategic narratives of connectivity, environmental degradation and climate
change, irregular migration and human security at sea.

Minimum prerequisites for this course, if any: This course would be offered to MA lind
year students, with background in social sciences.

Learning Outcomes: By the end of the course, students would be able to:

(i) Better understanding of the multiple geographies and social constructions of the Indian
Ocean as a maritime space-place, the Indian Ocean Region and maritime South Asia, and
the intersection of classical and critical perspectives on maritime geopolitics.

(i1) A critical appreciation of the need to pluralize the concepts of maritime security and
maritime order.

(iii)Developing insights into the complex interplay between the strategic narratives of the
Indo-Pacific and China’s Maritime Silk Route strategy and its implications for South
Asia.

(iv) A critical understanding of the Indo-Pacific dimension of Indian Ocean geopolitics.

Course Structure (with units):

l. Indian Ocean and Maritime Geopolitics: Classical and Critical Perspectives

The objective of this unit is two-fold. First, to provide a brief overview of physical, historical
(Indian Ocean World), socio-economic, human-cultural, legal and strategic geographies of
the vast and diverse Indian Ocean and its sub-regional seas, including maritime South Asia.



Second, to elucidate the concept of ‘maritime geopolitics’, discussing and illustrating both
classical and critical geopolitical-strategic perspectives.

. Indian Ocean Geopolitics and Geostrategy: Agendas, Actors and Alliances

This unit accounts for the growing significance of Indian Ocean, its bordering states and
islands in global geopolitics and geostrategy. It looks at the growing assertions of classical
geopolitical-strategic tenets of the Mahanian theory ‘sea-power’, including naval projection,
control of sea-routes and access to bases by both India and external powers. It also examines
the implications of growing India-China competition in many parts of the Indian Ocean
Region for South Asia.

. Maritime Order and Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean

This unit critically examines notion of ‘maritime order’, on the intersections of so-called
traditional and non-traditional threats to ‘maritime security’. Taking the examples of piracy,
IUU fishing, human smuggling and irregular migration in the Indian Ocean region, it invites
critical attention to interplay between considerations of national security and human security
and safety at sea.

V. Maritime Regionalism: Challenges and Opportunities before the Indian Ocean
Rim Association

This unit aims at introducing the concept of ‘maritime regionalism’, and the important role it
could play in providing shoreline and infrastructure protection, water quality maintenance,
food security, livelihood support, and innovative ocean governance architecture in the Indian
Ocean region. The unit also examines both the role of Indian Ocean Rim Association
(IORA)In providing overall leadership in maritime regionalism, and the promise and
potential of BIMSTEC in the Bay of Bengal.

V. Geoeconomics and Geopolitics of Maritime Connectivity: Implications of the
interplay between Indo-Pacific and China’s BRI for South Asia

This unit, against the backdrop ofthe complex interplay between the strategic narratives of

the Indo-Pacificand China’s maritime silk route strategy, examines the implications of

competing—at times clashing—narratives of maritime connectivity for South Asia.

VI. Maritime South Asia and Emerging Challenges and Opportunities in the Indian
Ocean Region

This unit, looking ahead, identifies emerging challenges and opportunities before South Asia
including ‘Blue Economy’ (a concept yet to be operationalized), Cyber Security(mitigation
and regulation of risks as ships and ports get increasingly connected to each other through
cyberspace), and Communication Security’ (in the form of undersea fiber-optic cables —Cable
Highways— through which nearly all voice and internet traffic, including financial and
military transmissions, travels), irregular migration, natural disasters and climate change.
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Assessment: The course assignment will carry 40 percent of weightage, which could include
a full-length term paper of 5000 words. The examination for the course will account for the
remaining 60 percent of the evaluation.



